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COMMENTARY

With more than 3,000 rockets hav-
ing been fired into Israel by Hamas re-
cently, the Democratic Party seems
paralyzed over how to respond to the
latest Middle East war.

It is not just that they fear that “The
Squad,” Black Lives Matter, the shock
troops of antifa, and woke institutions
such as academia and the media are
now anti-Israel. They are also terrified
that anti-Israelism is becoming syn-
onymous with rank anti-Semitism.
And soon, the Democratic Party will
end up as disdained as the British La-
bor Party under Jeremy Corbyn.

The new core of the Democrats, as
emblemized by Reps. Alexandria Oca-
sio-Cortez of New York, Ilhan Omar of
Minnesota and Rashida Tlaib of Mich-
igan, has in the past questioned the
patriotism of American Jews who sup-
port Israel. 

The left in general believes we
should judge harshly even the distant
past without exemptions. Why then,
in knee-jerk fashion, does it fixate on a
nation born from the Holocaust while
favoring Israel’s enemies? 

It was not just that the Grand Mufti
of Jerusalem, Amin al-Husseini, was a
Nazi sympathizer. Egypt, for example,
welcomed ex-Nazis for their hatred of
Jews and their military expertise, in-
cluding infamous death camp doctor
Aribert Ferdinand Heim and Waffen-
SS henchman Otto Skorzeny. The Ha-
mas charter still reads like it is cribbed
from Hitler’s “Mein Kampf.”

The left claims it champions con-
sensual government and believes the
United States must use its soft-power
clout to isolate autocracies. But the
Palestinian Authority and Hamas re-
fuse to hold free and regularly sched-
uled elections. If an Israeli strongman
ever suspended free elections and
ruled through brutality, U.S. aid would
be severed within days.

Is the left bothered by the allies of
Hamas? After all, most are autocracies
such as Iran and North Korea.

We return, then, to other reasons
for the woke contempt directed toward
Israel.

In part, the Western left always de-
spises the unapologetically successful –
as if they are inevitably beneficiaries of
unfair privilege. Underdog Israel was
not so hated from 1947 to 1967. Then, it
was poorer, more socialist and in danger
of being extinguished by its many
neighboring enemies.

But after the victories in the 1967 and
1973 wars, the Israeli military proved
unconquerable in the region, no matter
how large the numbers, wealth and ar-
maments of its many enemies.

For the left, Israel’s current strength,
confidence and success mean it cannot
be seen as a victim, but only as a victim-
izer. As its Iron Dome missile defenses
knock down the flurry of Hamas rock-
ets, and as its planes take out the mil-
itary installations that launched those
rockets, the left bizarrely believes Israel
wins too easily and acts “disproportion-
ately.”

The left claims that its anti-Israelism
has had nothing to do with anti-Semi-
tism. But it is almost impossible now to
make that distinction, when woke criti-
cism obsesses over democratic Israel
and ignores far greater oppressors and
oppressed elsewhere.

Why are there no demonstrations in
major Western cities damning the Chi-
nese government for putting 1 million
Muslim Uighurs in camps? Why are the
world’s millions of former refugees – the
Volga Germans, the East Prussians, the
Cypriot Greeks – long forgotten, and yet
the Palestinians alone are deified for be-
ing perpetually displaced?

Our formal NATO ally, Turkey, re-
ceived little global pushback for its
treatment of the Kurds, or its frequent
intolerance of religious minorities. Why
does Israel alone always earn such ven-
om?

Hating democratic Israel while it is
under attack is not just a reflection of
the new woke and ethically bankrupt
left. It is also a symptom of a deeper pa-
thology in the West, one of moral equiv-
alence, amoral relativism and self-
loathing.

Hating Israel has become the surro-
gate Western way of hating oneself.

Victor Davis Hanson is a classicist
and historian at the Hoover Institution,
Stanford University, and the author of
“The Second World Wars: How the First
Global Conflict Was Fought and Won,”
from Basic Books. You can reach him by
emailing authorvdhgmail.com.

Why does the left seemingly
hate democratic Israel?

Victor Davis Hanson
Columnist

Congressional Democrats (and citi-
zens, too) have a lot to learn from last
week’s tale of two Washingtons.

In one Washington, a degree of bipar-
tisanship is still possible. Unfortunate-
ly, it’s the other Washington we need to
get accustomed to, because a radical-
ized Republican Party will try to block
nearly every big thing that President Joe
Biden and the Democrats propose.
That’s especially true of anything that
touches on politics and Donald Trump’s
“big lie” about the 2020 election.

The latest proof came in House Mi-
nority Leader Kevin McCarthy’s, R-
Calif., rejection of a bipartisan deal to
create a commission to investigate the
Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol – negotiated
by one of his own followers and based
on key concessions to Republicans.

As Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, N.Y., chair of
the House Democratic Caucus, observ-
ed, McCarthy “can’t take yes for an an-
swer,” since, as House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said Wednesday, “we yielded on
many points.”

After initially vacillating, Senate Mi-
nority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
came down on the Trump/McCarthy
side Wednesday and said he’d oppose
the commission unless the bill were
changed substantially.

If bipartisanship is this difficult on
what ought to be a straightforward
quest to understand an assault against
the place where politicians of both par-
ties work, can anyone seriously expect a
new age of comity? Democrats must re-
member this moment, or they will sur-
render their capacity to make the
changes they and Biden promised.

Let’s stipulate that bipartisanship is
lovely when it happens. I’ll always sa-
lute Bob Dole and George McGovern for
building the modern food stamp pro-
gram and Orrin Hatch and Ted Kennedy
for coming together behind the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program.

So let’s celebrate some constructive
bipartisanship reflected in progress of a
Senate bill to invest public money in
technology and innovation in response
to competition from China. It is the
brainchild of Senate Majority Leader

Charles E. Schumer, D-N.Y., in cooper-
ation with Sen. Todd C. Young, R-Ind.

On Tuesday, Schumer announced
that their original bill, the aspiration-
ally named Endless Frontiers Act, had
been folded in with other bipartisan
proposals to create the U.S. Innovation
and Competition Act of 2021. It will in-
volve investments of more than
$100 billion in hoped-to-be cutting-
edge technologies, including semicon-
ductors, artificial intelligence and ro-
botics, as well as scientific education
and the creation of 10 technology hubs
around the nation.

With the Senate, you never know
what McConnell might do to gum
things up. But an 86-to-11 vote Monday
to advance the bill suggests changing
attitudes, even among Republicans,
toward government’s role in strength-
ening our economy and a growing con-
sensus to face up to the economic and
political challenge from China.

Schumer has wrapped the propos-
als in red-white-and-blue bunting,
warning against the danger of “ceding
the mantle of economic leadership to
our adversaries” and defining the bill’s
purpose as “keeping America number
one in science and technology.” As
during the Cold War, even ardent ad-
vocates of free markets are prepared to
turn to government to “get the country
moving again,” in John F. Kennedy’s
still-resonant phrase.

Our government now operates
more than ever like a European parlia-
mentary system, where the in-party
acts and the out-party opposes. And
this GOP is not even sure what it
thinks about democracy, given the de-
gree to which its strategy involves cut-
ting opponents out of the electorate
rather than persuading them its way.
No wonder the GOP would rather have
us forget Jan. 6 altogether.

E.J. Dionne writes about politics in
a column for The Washington Post.
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“... I learned a fundamental lesson:
that we cannot and must not lose our
sense of history and our memory, for
they constitute our identity. We cannot
be prisoners of the present and wander
out of history. For a society without a
deep historical memory, the future ceas-
es to exist and the present becomes a
meaningless cacophony.”

— Vartan Gregorian, Brown Univer-
sity president 1989-1997

Gregorian, an Armenian from Tabriz,
Iran, emigrated to the United States and
received a doctorate from Stanford. He
became an internationally known
scholar, academic leader, and philan-
thropic figure. 

The quote above was in an obituary
of Gregorian, who died on April 15. It res-
onated with me. 

My father came to this country at the
age of 12 from Glasgow, Scotland. He
and his family settled in the Fairlawn
section of Pawtucket. My mother was
born in Rhode Island but her parents
were from Edinburgh and she grew up
on Mineral Spring Avenue in Pawtucket
within walking distance of the Lorraine
Mills, where my grandfather worked as
an accountant. Scottish and English im-
migrants constituted much of the labor
force in the textile mills in Pawtucket
and Central Falls and so a large part of
the population of those cities.

Our family celebrated its Scottish
heritage — involved in The St. Andrew’s
Society, Clan Fraser, The Daughters of
the Heather and the Fairlawn Bowling
Club.

Because the Fairlawn area was thick
with British immigrants, there was a
proliferation of fish and chip shops. And
then there was — and is! — Hartley’s, a
store offering meat pies. Our family con-
sumed those pastries on special occa-

sions and as occasional treats.
As I pass the mid-point of my eighth

decade, I have warm memories from
decades ago that flood back when I drive
around the area. I am now more aware
than before that they evoke a sense of
“belonging” — of being part of some-
thing that has deep roots.

The fish and chip shops are gone.
Clan Fraser Hall is no more. The Daugh-
ters of the Heather is defunct. The Fair-
lawn Bowling Club has disappeared.

The area now offers pizza, Chinese
food and empanadas. The population
reflects more recent immigration – from
Mexico, Central America, the Domin-

ican Republic, Southeast Asia and Por-
tugal. Amidst all this change, Hartley’s
Meat Pies has survived in a modest
store on Smithfield Avenue. 

I enter the shop with anticipation.
Space is tight. Four customers are a
crowd. The odor of freshly baked pastry
greets me as I observe the dark wood-
paneled walls and the decorations, in-
cluding a large photo of the coronation
of Queen Elizabeth II, in 1953, as well as
a colorful map of Britain. But the real
prize is a photo of Winston Churchill
with Elizabeth’s parents, King George I
and Queen Mary. It is a step back in time
that never fails to energize me.

The business was founded in Fall Riv-
er, in 1900; the Pawtucket branch dates
from 1954. Little has changed — the
counter, the walls and the decor. The
recipes are the same. The price for the
pies may have changed but it is still a
bargain at $3 each. Pork, beef, chicken
and salmon (Friday only) comprise the
menu. This fare may not be everyone’s
gourmet treat but for me it is a simple
pleasure that evokes warm memories.

I am deeply grateful to still have Har-
tley’s in my life. As Gregorian would
have suggested, this history, memory
and sense of place constitute much of
my identity. 

These neighborhoods that bring back
such resonant memories now nurture
the same sense of belonging for people
from places very different than Scot-
land. That’s how it should be. This is
America at its best.

My wish is that decades from now,
when today’s new immigrants return to
their old haunts, they will find their per-
sonal “Hartley’s” to remind them where
they come from and where they are go-
ing. 

Fraser Lang, of Providence, is retired
from a career in publishing, including a
decade as publisher of The Block Island
Times and two decades as owner of Ma-
nisses Communications Group. 
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Hartley’s Pork Pies of Rhode Island has been in business on Smithfield Avenue in
Lincoln since 1954. JOHN FREIDAH/THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL

Hartley’s pork pies.
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